The prevention of hearing loss.
Hearing loss can affect up to 20% of the adult population and prevalence increases with age. However, hearing loss in childhood may have the most profound effects because of the block to the development of communication skills. Prevention of hearing loss is of major importance as treatment is often unsatisfactory. Causes are numerous, and may be multifactorial in an individual. Important causes include trauma, including noise and air pressure changes; genetic hearing loss; infection, including rubella; drug damage, metabolic and neoplasia.